[The research into functions of heme oxygenase system in brain].
Heme oxygenase(HO) is a microsomal enzyme involved in the degradation of heme, resulting in the generation of biliverdin, iron, and carbon monoxide. Two HO isoenzymes, HO-1 and HO-2, have been found to distribute widely in brain with different mechanism of regulation. Both of them may play important roles in modulating intracellular NO, balancing antioxidative/oxidative stress, and accelerating neurodegeneration.